
 

 E X PE R I E N C E  Y O UR  AM E R I C A™  
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 
 

 
 

“M uh len b erg B rigad e” 
 
H ello, I am  park ranger M arc B rier and I w ould like to tell you a little about the 
M uhlenberg B rigade. Y ou are standing on the ground occupied by the V irginia, 
M aryland, and P ennsylvania troops w ho served under B rigadier G eneral John P eter 
G abriel M uhlenberg. M uhlenberg w as born just a few  m iles from  V alley F orge and w as 
serving as a m inister in V irginia w hen the R evolutionary W ar broke out. M uhlenberg 
exchanged his clerical robes for m ilitary uniform  and joined the cause. T his spot w as the 
left flank of the cam p and anchored this end of the outer line of the arm y’s defenses.  
 
A s in all the brigade locations, E ngineers here laid out a blueprint - telling the soldiers 
w here to construct their log shelters, cam p kitchens, parade grounds and latrines. 
Soldiers form ed squads of 12 and built cabins to G eneral W ashington’s specifications. 
T he huts w ere to be 14 x 16 feet and to house the dozen enlisted m en w ho built them . 
T he m en chinked the spaces betw een the logs and inside of the log chim neys w ith clay 
from  the local soil. R oofs w ere m ade of either split w ooden shingles, turf or thatch. 
Inside, the troops erected w ooden plank bunks on w hich they w ould sleep by laying 
their w ool blankets on top of straw  m attresses. 
 
D espite the w inter elem ents, shortages of proper clothing, and a lack of essential tools 
such as saw s and axes - all of the m en w ere housed inside cabins w ithin a m onth after 
arriving at V alley F orge. O ne of the soldiers characterized the average hut at V alley 
F orge saying that a typical cabin “afforded m uch better quarters than you w ould 
im agine, if you consider the m aterials, season &  hurry in w hich it w as built.” 
 
T he cabins in this area are all reproductions based on W ashington’s O rders. T he new est 
hut here w as built by park staff and volunteers follow ing our latest research on how  the 
cabins w ere constructed. T he m ound at the rear of the brigade represents one of the 
bake ovens set in place under the direction of B aker G eneral C hristopher L udw ick.  
 
Im agine if you can over 1,000 log cabins that w ould have stretched for m iles along the 
perim eter of the cam p, a sight that caused one of W ashington’s m en to refer to the 
encam pm ent as a log city. 
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